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Abstract 

Robert Starmer Audas served in Sudan in various capacities with several military and 
civil entities between 1909 and 1935. Along with Claud Percy Fisher (1918-1944), the tenth 
of the twelve veterinarians who served as Directors of Veterinary Services, and with 26 
years of residence, he was the longest serving soldier of the Royal Army Veterinary Corps in 
the country Audas worked in several of the more remote provinces in the early years of his 
time in Sudan. His “home", however, was Darfur where he worked as Veterinary Inspector 
during two main periods. The first of these was before, and the other after his stint in 
Khartoum as Assistant Director of Veterinary Services until that post was abolished. In the 
context of RAVC officers in Sudan Audas was somewhat unusual. He was not retransferred 
to the British from the Egyptian Army on the outbreak of World War I. He was not awarded 
either of the two Turkish Orders of the Osmanieh or Medjidie although he did achieve 
the Order of the Nile, first in the Fourth Class then later in the Third. He was awarded the 
Military Cross in the King's New Year Honours in 1919 along with several hundred others 
but without a particular citation. He contrived to see a lot of military action in “punitive" 
expeditions against both the “negroes" of southern Sudan and the Arabs in the west and 
garnered five clasps (only one other British officer achieved as many) to his Khedive's Sudan 
Medal between 1910 and 1921. In the British Army he was never promoted from Captain 
but in the Egyptian Army progressed from Bimbashi to Kaimakan with the honorary title 
of Bey. For just over one year in 1926 and 1927 he carried the rank of Major whilst serving 
as the Principal Veterinary Officer of the Sudan Defence Force. After retirement in 1935 
he was again in Sudan for six months at the end of 1936 and beginning of 1937 on special 
(but publicly unspecified) duties. During this period, however, he was in Darfur on a private 
hunting trip with a former British Army officer with whom he had a long friendship. He 
appears to have done little of note after this period and spent a quiet period in retirement. 
His health deteriorated during the 1960s and he was almost blind when he died in 1966. 
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Introduction 

In the final 20 years of the 19th Century the Sudanese, under a charismatic religious 
leader, rebelled against the Egyptians who were governing the country. The British General 
Gordon, sent to assist the Egyptians, was besieged in Khartoum. A British relief force 
fought its way up the River Nile in 1884/1885 but Gordon was killed before it arrived. 
Pressure from the British public resulted in a second expedition being sent to recapture 
the Sudan in 1898. This reconquest of the country culminated in the Battle of Omdurman 
in September 1898. Unrest by the Sudanese continued, however, and resulted in continued 
British presence. The Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, nominally a joint administration by the 
two countries but essentially a British enterprise, was established as a Condominium 
shortly afterwards. Continuing unrest and civil disturbance by the Sudanese necessitated 
a large military presence. Maintenance of law and order required enormous numbers of 
cavalry and transport animals (horses, mules, donkeys and camels) to govern and control 
the turbulent population. Health care of these animals was a major consideration and a 
fledgling veterinary service was established. In ah, 12 people served as Principal Veterinary 
Officers (to 1910) or as Directors of Veterinary Services (from 1910 to 1956) in the 55- 
year period from the setting up of the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan in 1901 to the achievement 
of independence by the Republic of Sudan on 1 January 1956. During the early years the 
veterinarians were military officers who were seconded, usually for short periods, from the 
British to the Egyptian Army which in turn employed them directly or seconded them to 
the Sudan. Robert Starmer Audas served as Assistant Director for seven years in the period 
1925 to 1932. 
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Early life 

1884-1905 

Robert Starmer Audas was born at 12 Trinity Square, Carr Lane, 
in Hull on 23 January 1884 [1]. He was the son of Thomas Audas, 
a Dental Surgeon Duly Registered and his wife Emma Alice (nee 
Hickling). A photograph of Robert, taken probably in 1886 when he 
was two years old shows him with a mass of curly hair and dressed in 
a child's costume of the time (Figure 1). 

The Audas family was living at 18 Regency Terrace, Carr Lane, 
Hull in the East Riding of Yorkshire in 1891. Robert's father was aged 
39, his mother 34, he was the third son of his parents, 6 years old 
and a Scholar. Also in the household were a younger brother and 
sister, a Nurse and a Cook. The Audas house in 1901 was situated at 
46 Carr Lane but it almost certainly the same as in 1891 following 
a renumbering exercise. The family now comprised Mr and Mrs 
Audas, one older brother, Robert aged 17, younger brother Frederick, 
younger sister Dorothy, Mrs Audas' father who was a Widower aged 
79 and working on his own account as an Agent in Sanitary Goods, 
and two female servants 1 . 

Following a course of study at the Royal Veterinary College in 
London he was admitted to the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
as a Member (MRCVS) on 14 July 1905. He showed an early tendency 
to be a writer when shortly afterwards he published a short article 
describing how he and three companions out on a walk on the 
coast came across and killed a Rorqual whale over 20 feet long and 
weighing two tons (2036 kg). They accomplished this admittedly 
unusual feat by bashing its brains out with an axe and then stripping 
the jaw bones to keep as souvenirs [2]. 



South Africa 

1906-1909 

Audas was commissioned into the Army Veterinary Corps as a 
Subaltern on 3 February 1906 [3]: 

ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 

The undermentioned Gentlemen to be Lieutenants. 

Dated 3rd February, 1906:— Robert Starmer Audas, in succession 
to Lieutenant-Colonel C. E. Nuthall, promoted. 

He was shortly posted to South Africa where he served with 
the Army Veterinary Corps at Roberts Heights near Pretoria in 
Transvaal from November 1907 to October 1909. This large military 
establishment was named after Field Marshall Lord Roberts and was 
the Headquarters of the British Army in South Africa. Attached to 
the 3rd (King's Own) Hussars in South Africa, Lieutenant Audas won 
Army Middleweight and Heavyweight boxing championships and 
was captain of a regimental team [4]. 

Sudan 

1909-1912 

After leaving South Africa in mid-1909 Audas was attached to the 
Egyptian Army [5] and arrived in Sudan on 6 October of that year. In 
Sudan, whilst an officer of the Army Veterinary Corps, he first served 
with the Camel Corps in Kordofan (Table 1). At a very early stage of 
his career in Sudan Audas bought a horse, the foal of a roan mare 
owned by a Messeriya Arab, at a horse fair in El Obeid. This animal 
he named Gamil (lovely or pretty in Arabic) and it was his mount of 
choice, carrying him for thousands of miles on patrols and treks, until 
he left Sudan 26 years later. In addition to being a work horse Gamil 
had a good turn of speed as Audas retired to England with at least two 
pieces of silverware won with the horse in Khartoum in 1919 (when 
the horse was 10 years old) and in Nyala in 1922 when the animal 
was 13 years old (Figure 2). He also carried with him a piece of the 
horse's anatomy in the form of a hoof which was later mounted in 
silver to serve as an ink well. An attempt to have a short biography of 
Gamil published after his retirement in 1935 appears to have come to 
nought (Appendix A [7]) 2 . 

Audas was in action for the first time with the Camel Corps unit 
during the Rahad Patrol of 10-19 November 1910. Another action at 
this time was the Dilling Patrol of 27 November to 19 December 1910. 
These actions in the mountains of South Kordofan were mounted to 
subdue the rebellious Mek (King) Gedeil of the Jebel TagoiNuba. For 
his service at one or both of these Kordofan actions he was awarded 
the Khedive's Sudan Medal 1910-1921 - authorised by a Special Army 
Order of 25 January 1912 - with the Clasp for Southern Kordofan 
(Table 2; Figure 3) [8]. The Southern Kordofan Clasp - the second to 
be awarded to the Medal - is rare as only 19 were awarded to British 


Figure 2: Tankard won in Khartoum and cup won in Nyala by 
Audas' horse Gamil 




lr There is no Carr Lane in Hull in 2018. 

2 Some sources say the horse was 16 months old when bought by Audas. In his account, however, he says Gamil "first saw the light of day at the end of the rains in 1907” 
(Appendix A]. Audas arrived in Sudan in November 1909, the rains probably ended in September, so the horse must have been at least 26 months old when bought. 


Int J Vet Anim Med 


Volume: 1.2 


2/34 



















Journal Home: https://www.boffinaccess.com/journals/international-journal-veterinary-animal-medicine/index.php 


BoPfin Access 


Date 

Appointment 

Rank and name 

Location 

Notes 

06-0ct-09 



Kordofan 

With Camel Corps 

Ol-Dec-12 




Transfer from Camel Corps 

Ol-Mar-14 

Veterinary Inspector 

El Bimbashi R S Audas 

Kordofan Province 


Ol-Jul-14 

Veterinary Inspector 

El Bimbashi R S Audas 

El Obeid 


Ol-Jan-16 

Veterinary Inspector 

El Bimbashi R S Audas 

Red Sea Province 


Ol-Nov-16 

Veterinary Inspector 

El Bimbashi R S Audas 

Due from leave 
22.11.1916 

On medical grounds 

Ol-Jan-18 

Veterinary Inspector 

El Bimbashi R S Audas MC 

Darfur Province 


Ol-Jan-19 

Veterinary Inspector 

El Kaimakan R S Audas Bey MC 4 Nile 

Darfur Province 


01-Apr-20 

Veterinary Inspector 

El Kaimakan R S Audas Bey MC 4 Nile 

Upper Nile 


Ol-Apr-23 

Veterinary Inspector 

(Captain) El Kaimakan R S Audas Bey MC 4 Nile 

Darfur Province 


Ol-Apr-24 

Veterinary Inspector 

(Captain) El Kaimakan R S Audas Bey MC 4 Nile 

Darfur Province 

For Khartoum 

Ol-Jul-25 

Assistant Director 

(Captain) El Kaimakan R S Audas Bey MC 4 Nile 

Khartoum 


Ol-Jan-27 

Assistant Director 

(Captain) El Kaimakan R S Audas Bey MC 4 Nile 

Kordofan and Darfur 

On Tour of .Duty 

Ol-Jul-27 

Assistant Director 

(Captain) El Kaimakan R S Audas Bey MC 4 Nile 

Khartoum 

For leave 

Ol-Oct-27 

Assistant Director 

(Captain) El Kaimakan R S Audas Bey MC 4 Nile 

Khartoum 

Due from leave 15 October 

Ol-Jan-28 

Assistant Director 

(Captain) El Kaimakan R S Audas Bey MC 4 Nile 

Khartoum 

T.D. Darfur Province 

Ol-Jul-28 

Assistant Director 

El Kaimakan R S Audas Bey MC 4 Nile 

Khartoum 

For leave 

Ol-Jul-29 

Assistant Director 

El Kaimakan R S Audas Bey MC 4 Nile 

Khartoum 

For leave 

Ol-Oct-29 

Assistant Director 

El Kaimakan R S Audas Bey MC 4 Nile 

Khartoum 

Due from leave 12 November 

Ol-Jul-30 

Assistant Director 

El Kaimakan R S Audas Bey MC 4 Nile 

Khartoum 

Due from leave 12 July 

01-0ct-30 

Assistant Director 

El Kaimakan R S Audas Bey MC 4 Nile 

Khartoum 


Ol-Jan-31 

Assistant Director 

El Kaimakan R S Audas Bey MC, MRCVS, 4 Nile 

Khartoum 


Ol-Apr-31 

Assistant Director 

Captain R S Audas Bey MC, MRCVS, 4 Nile 

Khartoum 

For leave 

Ol-Jul-31 

Assistant Director 

Captain R S Audas Bey MC, MRCVS, 3 Nile 

Khartoum 

Due from leave 12 July 

Ol-Jan-32 

Assistant Director 

Captain R S Audas Bey MC, MRCVS, 3 Nile 

Khartoum 

T.D. Darfur 

Ol-Apr-32 

Veterinary Inspector 

Captain R S Audas MC, MRCVS, 3 Nile 

Khartoum 

For leave April 

Ol-Jul-32 

Veterinary Inspector 

Captain R S Audas MC, MRCVS, 3 Nile 

Khartoum 

Due from leave 13 July 

Ol-Oct-32 

Veterinary Inspector 

Captain R S Audas MC, MRCVS, 3 Nile 

Khartoum 

For Darfur Province 

Ol-Jan-33 

Veterinary Inspector 

Captain R S Audas MC, MRCVS, 3 Nile 

Darfur Province 


Ol-Apr-33 

Veterinary Inspector 

Captain R S Audas MC, MRCVS, 3 Nile 

Darfur Province 

For leave 26 June 

Ol-Jul-33 

Veterinary Inspector 

Captain R S Audas MC, MRCVS, 3 Nile 

Darfur Province 

For leave 23 July 

Ol-Oct-33 

Veterinary Inspector 

Captain R S Audas MC, MRCVS, 3 Nile 

Darfur Province 

Due from leave 29 October 

Ol-Jan-34 

Veterinary Inspector 

Captain R S Audas MC, MRCVS, 3 Nile 

Darfur Province 


Ol-Apr-34 

Veterinary Inspector 

Captain R S Audas MC, MRCVS, 3 Nile 

Darfur Province 


Ol-Jul-34 

Veterinary Inspector 

Captain R S Audas MC, MRCVS, 3 Nile 

Darfur Province 

For leave 8 July 

Ol-Oct-34 

Veterinary Inspector 

Captain R S Audas MC, MRCVS, 3 Nile 

Darfur Province 

Due from leave 13 November 

Ol-Jan-35 

Veterinary Inspector 

Captain R S Audas MC, MRCVS, 3 Nile 

Darfur Province 

Retiring 





arrived London 22 July 1935 


Source: [ 6 ] 

Table 1: Outline of the career of Robert StarmerAudas in Sudan, 1909-1935 


officers (one other of which was to Frederick Ulysses Carr who is the 
subject of another article in this series [9] 3 . 

Having completed the statutory five years service as a Lieutenant 
the standard promotion to Captain took place [10,11]: 

ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE....: 

Army Veterinary Corps, The under mentioned Lieutenants to be 
Captains. Dated 3 rd February, 1911:-Robert S Audas (seconded for 
service with the Egyptian Army). 

1912-1915 

The official return of staff for 1 March 1914 says that Audas 


arrived in Sudan on 1 August 1912 [6]. This was, however, the date 
he was transferred from the Camel Corps to the Sudan Veterinary 
Service. 

From 1912 to the end of 1915 Captain Audas was employed as 
a Veterinary Inspector, based in El Obeid, the administrative capital 
of Kordofan Province. He did, however, make short visits to other 
provinces and notably Blue Nile, for example from 1-3 January 
1913, 2-5 May 1913 and 27 July to 3 August 1915 and Kassala from 
9 August to 19 November 1915. Throughout this period and indeed 
up to 1918 his local designation was Bimbashi. In the Turkish and 
Egyptian armies of the period this rank was equivalent to the British 


3 These medals were offered at auction on 18 May 2011 with an estimated bid of £3,500- £4,000 and were were sold for £5,500. The Order of the Nile appears to be a Fifth 
Class Breast Badge: the Fourth Class Medal was sold later by Rita Holtby (who was his niece, the daughter of sister Dorothy]. Audas' award of Third Class would have entitled 
him to wear a badge on a ribbon around his neck. Audas' Khedive’s Sudan Medal is unusual in having five clasps (16 were awarded in all although because Nyala and Darfur 
1921 were mutually exclusive only 15 could be awarded to any one person]. It is believed only one other British officer gained five clasps The Order of the Nile Fourth Class 
is also referred to as Officer and Third Class as Commander 
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Date 

Action/location 

Award 

Notes 

1910 

Southern Kordofan 

Khedive's Sudan Medal 1910-1921; Clasp Southern Kordofan 


1916 

Darfur 

Mentioned in Despatches 

Operations against Sultan Ali Dinar 

1916 

Darfur 

Khedive's Medal; Clasp Nyala 1916 

Operations against Sultan Ali Dinar 

Ol-Jan-17 


Military Cross 

No individual citation 

February- 
June1917 

Mor District, Upper 
Nile 

Khedive's Medal; Clasp Lau Nuer 

Staff Officer, Transport 

November 

1917-1918 


Khedive's Medal; Clasp Nyima 1917-1918 


05-Apr-19 


Order of the Nile, 4th Class 


Sep-21 

Nyala, Southern 
Darfur 

Khedive's Medal: Clasp Nyala 


17-Jan-23 


British War Medal 

For “Service in Soudan" 

08-Jun-32 


Order of the Nile, 3rd Class 



Source: Various as indicated in relevant references throughout this paper 

Table 2: Chronology of campaign and gallantry awards and foreign honours of Robert Starmer Audas 



Figure 3: Medal collection of Robert Starmer Audas 

(Military Cross; British War Medal 1914-20; Order of the 
Nile, 5th Class breast badge; Khedive's Sudan Medal 1910- 
21 with five clasps [S. Kordofan 1910, Darfur 1916, Lau 
Nuer, Nyima 1917-1918, Nyala,]) 


one of Major but it was usual to accord seconded British officers a 
local rank one grade higher than their substantive one. 

Paradoxically he was still listed in the Dublin Directory in 1914 
although his name was now in italic font and his address given as 
“e.a." (Egyptian Army) [12]. 

1916-1917 

From early in 1916 and up to 15 January 1917 his official posting 
was Red Sea Province but he had sick leave during this period and was 
due back on duty on 26 November 1916. He was in Darfur, however, 
for some time between 16 March and 23 November 1916 in support 
of the military operations against the Sultan Ali Dinar who had come 
out in open revolt against the Anglo-Egyptian authorities. He was 
responsible for looking after the hundreds of animals, mostly camels, 
carrying supplies to the fighting front. His services were obviously 
well received as he was Mentioned in Despatches by General Wingate 
and added a second Clasp “Nyala 1916“ (under Special Army Order 
dated 8 September 1916) to his Khedive's campaign medal [13]: 

The following Despatch has been received by the Secretary of 
State for War from General Sir Reginald Wingate, G.C.B., Sirdar and 
Governor-General of the Sudan: - 

Khartoum, 

8th August, 1916. 

SIR,-I have the honour to forward for the information of the 
Secretary of State for War my Despatch on the military operations 
in Darfur, together with a brief report on the services of the Egyptian 
Army and the Sudan Administration since the outbreak of war in 
Europe. 


The great bulk of the transport service and all transport with 
the troops in Darfur, however, was carried out by camel; and very 
great credit is due to Major S. E. H. Giles, Army Service Corps, and his 
subordinates as well as to Major J. J. B. Tapley, D.S.O., and Captain R. 
S. Audas, Army Veterinary Corps, whose powers of organisation and 
improvisation were put to a high test. 

Finally, I have the honour to append a list of names of officers, 
officials and others whose work in connection with military 
operations and the situation in the Sudan created by the war is 
deserving of special notice and commendation (i.e. Mention in 
Despatches). 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your Obedient Servant, 

REGINALD WINGATE, General, 

Sirdar and Governor-General of the Sudan. 

No. 1. 

Darfur Operations 

Lines of Communication 

Audas, Capt. A., Army Veterinary Corps. 

Shortly afterwards it was announced in the London Gazette that, 
amongst several hundred others and in the King's New Year Honours, 
he was to be awarded the Military Cross [14,15]. There is no individual 
citation for this award and he is not (yet) listed in the historical 
awards lists of the Ministry of Defence. Some two and a half years 
later, however, he received a note from Winston S Churchill, Secretary 
of State for War, who had been commanded by His Majesty the King 
to express his high appreciation for Audas Mention in Despatches for 
Gallant and Distinguished Service in the Field (Figure 4). 

From 11 February to 16 June 1917 he was in Upper Nile as Staff 
Officer, Transport and took part in the patrol to suppress the Lau 
Nuer of that Province. This tribe was continually raiding the Dinka 
people who inhabited Bor district of Mongalla. Subsequent to this 
action, the Clasp “Lau Nuer" (again under Special Army Order dated 8 
September 1916) was added to his Khedive's Medal. 

1917-1920 

Officially posted in Darfur in 1917 and 1918 (see Table 1) he was 
in Kordofan from 7 July until 31 December 1917. His MOD service 
document says “Sudan 1917, operations against the..."(with a blank 
as indicated). The operations referred to were in the Nyima Hills in 
Nuba Mountains Province. These activities took place because the 
Nuba tribe of Jebel Sultan in the Nyima Hills were becoming truculent, 
refusing to pay their taxes and harbouring criminals. The local people 
indicated to the authorities that Agabria wad Ahauga, the leader of 
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Figure 4: Appreciation card signed by Winston Churchill recog¬ 
nizing Audas' Mention in Despatches for his service in Darfur in 
1916 


one faction, was spoiling for a confrontation with the Government. It 
very soon obliged him. A large force was sent out in November 1917 
and after considerable fighting Agabria and the kujurkilkun (chief 
medicine man) were captured, tried and hanged. Audas now added 
the Clasp "Nyima Hills 1917-18" (under Special Army Order dated 22 
January 1919) to his Khedive's Medal, one of 52 awarded to British 
officers and 15 to other ranks [8]. 

From 1 January 1918 until 6 November 1918 according to 
his MOD record he was in Kordofan and then there again from 21 
November until 31 December. He was not, however, physically there 
all the time and his service record is at odds with Sudan government 
records which have him in Darfur in January 1918 (see Table 1). He 
was certainly in Darfur in early March 1918 when he made the first 
(European) ascent of Jebel Marra, reaching the top on 13 March. He 
did this climb in the company of J. A. Gillan, then an Inspector in the 
Sudan Political Service in Nyala, and Captain H. F. C. Hobbs of the West 
Yorkshire Regiment [16] 4 . Audas was eventually awarded the British 
War Medal (Figure 5) for his service in the military during World War 
I but it was not actually despatched to him until 21 January 1923. 
There was a note on one source indicating that Audas was on the 
Reserve of Officers 5 . 

By 1 January 1919 Veterinary Inspector R. S.Audas had been 
promoted locally to the rank of Kaimakan which also entitled him 
to the honorary title of Bey 6 . The Sudan Quarterly List for 1 January 
1919 also indicates he has the Fourth Class of the Order of the Nile 
but this award was not promulgated until three months later [17,18]: 

Whitehall, April 5,1919. 

The KING has been pleased to give and grant unto the under¬ 
mentioned Officers His Majesty's Royal licence and authority to wear 
the Insignia of the Order of the Nile of the Classes indicated against 
their respective names, which Decorations have been conferred upon 



them by His Highness the Sultan of Egypt in recognition of valuable 
services rendered by them :- 

Fourth Class. 

Captain Robert Starmer Audas, M.C., Royal Army Veterinary 
Corps. 

Once again nominally posted in Darfur - where it is known he 
was present from 1 January to 19 July 1919 - he was in Kordofan for 
five weeks from 20 July until 27 August 1919. He was then back in 
Darfur until 5 October 1919 when he left the service of the British 
Army [20]: 

ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 

E.A.V.S .— Capt. R. S. Audas, M..C., retires on .ret. pay. 6th Oct. 1919. 

Audas left the British Army but not the Sudan. His services were 
taken up by the Egyptian Government and he continued his work 
in the Sudan Veterinary Service. Audas' literary tendencies came to 
the fore again at this time. Unlike his earlier description of wantonly 
killing a whale he now writes an article describing the hunting of 
Scimitar-horned Oryx (Oryx dammah ) by local tribes and makes a 
plea for regulated hunting of this beautiful antelope [21]. One of his 
hobbies was painting water colours of which an example is the Oryx 
(Figure 6). Like many other expatriates in Sudan, however, he was 


4 Gillan does not refer to Audas in his account of Jebel Marra but there is no doubt of his presences as there are at least three photographs in the Sudan Archives at Durham 
providing testament to this (SAD.A81/149, SAD.A81/170-173, SAD.12/3/80]. Hobbs received the Khedive's Sudan Medal 1910 with Clasps for Darfur 1916 and El Fasher 
for the campaign against Ali Dinar although he was only involved in "Minor Operations” [12]. Hobbs had previously served with the 9th Sudanese Regiment in the Turkana 
Patrol in Kenya for which he received the Africa General Service Medal with Clasp "East Africa 1915”. He also received the British War Medal but not the Victory Medal [see 
next Footnote with regard to conditions for these medals]. 

5 Audas' Medal Index Card states he was ineligible for the Victory Medal [19]. To qualify for the Victory Medal recipients had to be mobilized for war service in the United 
Kingdom or the British Empire, in any service, and to have entered a theatre of war between 5 August 1914 and 11 November 1918. Officers and men of the British Army, 
including Dominion and Colonial forces, were required to have either entered an active theatre of war or to have left the United Kingdom for service overseas between 5 
August 1914 and 11 November 1918, and to have completed 28 days mobilized service. 

6 In the Turkish and Egyptian military the title Kaimakan was equivalent to a British Lieutenant Colonel: British officers in the Egyptian army were invariably given ranks 
higher than their substantive British ones. Bey is a title roughly equivalent to "Sir” in the English hierarchy and below the title Pasha ("Lord”]. 
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an avid big (and little) game hunter and he had a large collection of 
trophies. Some of these he took home when he retired, including a 
lion skull (Figure 7), lion skin cushions and a military drum of the 
12th Sudanese Battalion which was later donated to the National 
Army Museum by his granddaughter (Figure 8). His living relatives 
have a collection of game artefacts he also took home including small 
horns and teeth of various species including one of an elephant 
(Simon Robinson, Personal Communication, 20 February 2018). In 
1920 he became a Fellow of the Zoological Society (of London) when 
his UK home address was Trematon, Cardigan Road, Bridlington, 
Yorkshire. 

1920-1923 

El Kaimakan R. S. Audas was an Inspector in the Veterinary 
Department in Upper Nile Province from 1920 to 1923. Yet, as for 
earlier postings, he was not there all the time. In September 1921, 
Abdullahi el Suheina declared himself to be the Prophet Isa and as 
such gathered a large following of Masalat, Baggara and Fellata 
tribesmen in Southern Darfur. It soon became clear that he was going 
to attack Nyala, the District headquarters where, in addition to the 
District Commissioner and civil administration staff there were 37 
police. Some 64 Mounted Infantry of the Western Arab Corps left 
El Fasher for Nyala on 23 September where they arrived after a 
forced march on 25 September. These were followed by a second 
force of 52 men with two machine guns. Abdullahi began his attack 




Figure 6: Water colour of Scimitar-horned Oryx painted by Audas 
(courtesy of Simon Robinson) 




in the morning of 26 September with an estimated 5,000 men. The 
defenders fought gallantly but were overrun. Eventually, however, the 
garrison took the enemy in the rear and drove them out. Abdullahi, 
who believed himself invulnerable to bullets, was killed in the 
fighting. Audas garnered his fifth Clasp "Nyala" for this engagement 7 . 
It can undoubtedly be said of Audas that he went looking for trouble! 

Audas, as all expatriate personnel in Sudan, continued to benefit 
every year from long leaves in the United Kingdom. On 2 November 
1922, for example, Captain R Audas a Civil servant aged 38, of 
Trematon, Cardigan Road, Bridlington, left London bound for Port 
Sudan travelling First Class on board the SS Llanstephan Castle [21]. 
On some of these leaves he "rode to hounds", hunting foxes with the 
Middleton East pack, or judged Hunter classes at local agricultural 
shows. 

1923-1932 

Posted to Darfur early in 1923, Audas was there until the middle 
of 1924 as Inspector in the Veterinary Department. He was then 
transferred to Khartoum in mid 1924 where he was to become 
Assistant Director of Veterinary Services. One can imagine that 
he went kicking and screaming in protest at the restrictions this 
exalted position, with its rounds of formal dinners and other social 
activities, must have imposed on his preferred life style. Assistant 
Director Captain El Kaimakan R. S. Audas Bey M.C., 4th Class Order 
of the Nile, was mainly in Khartoum during 1925, 1926 and 1927. 
On 6 December 1926 he was granted the Local Rank of Major whilst 
serving with the Sudan Defence Force as Principal Veterinary Officer. 
During this tenure he was based in Kordofan and Darfur but had 
again been on home leave as he travelled First Class from his English 
address at Trematon, 18 Cardigan Road, Bridlington (Figure 9) as a 
Sudan Government Servant aged 43 on the SS Herefordshire of the 


7 Two Clasps, "Nyala" and "Darfur 1921" were issued for events in Darfur at this time but no person was allowed to be awarded more than one. The Nyala Clasp was issued to 
far fewer personnel than the one for Darfur 1921. Captain Harry Chown, RAVC, the assistant vet in El Fasher was killed in the Nyala incident, being one of only two vets who 
died in the Sudan, the other person dying of disease. 
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Bibby Line on 30 September 1927 bound for Port Sudan [22]. He 
relinquished his Sudan Defence Force appointment on 15 December 
1927, returned to Khartoum and was again placed on the Reserve 
List of the British Army Audas was discharged from the Army on 23 
January 1929, having attained the age for cessation of liability. 

Undoubtedly he returned to Darfur as often as possible. He was 
there, for example, early in 1925 when he attended horseshows with 
C. G. Dupuis, then Deputy Governor of Darfur at Sibdu (Rizayqat tribe), 
Buram (Habbaniyah tribe), Idd el Ghanem and Nyala. [23]. He was 
again in Darfur at the beginning of 1927 and then once more early 
in 1928. In February 1929 he was back in Darfur. His interest in the 
fauna and flora and the natural environment of Darfur in particular 
is evident in his submission to the British Museum (Natural History) 
of a bee he had collected. Although this was not a new species it was 
one of very few specimens from Sudan and was collected at Dissa in 
Northern Darfur [24]: 

Seladonialucidipennis (Smith 1853): Halictus (Seladonia) dissensis 
COCKERELL, 1945 : 353, FFF. Holotype FFF : Sudan, Dissa, 24.ii.1929, 
R.S. Audas Bey leg., C.10998 (BMNH, London). Examined. 

Audas continued as Deputy Director until early 1932 when he 
was on a tour of Darfur. In April 1932 he reverted to the position of 
Veterinary Inspector and then left on leave. He arrived back from 
leave on 13 July but remained on duty in Khartoum until later in the 
year. By 1 January 1933 he was back in Darfur as Veterinary Inspector 
and remained there until he retired from Government service in 1935. 
It is possible - indeed it is probable - that Audas used his position as 
Assistant Director in Khartoum to promote a pet project. This was 
a scheme for breeding horses largely driven by Audas and centred 
on Nyala, the provincial administrative centre, which was instituted 
in Southern Darfur (and to a lesser extent in Kordofan) in 1925. It 
was then estimated that about 80 per cent of national horse numbers 
were located in Southern Darfur and in nearby Southern Kordofan 
[25,26]. Imported Arab and English Thoroughbred stallions were 
crossed with the local Kordofani horse, also known as the Western 
Sudan pony, in an attempt to up-grade them to meet the needs of the 
military and the administrative personnel of the country [27,28]. The 
scheme was in operation with some gaps and more policy changes for 
over 50 years. At least during the latter part of this period the scheme 
had little effect on the horse population in general but was used to 
some extent to maintain police horses at an acceptable standard. 


Audas provided a description of the scheme in a typescript, written 
probably in the early 1930s (Appendix B [29]). He later published 
a formal version of this document in the Journal of the Arab Horse 
Society but allowed Charles Dupuis, Governor of Darfur at the time 
the paper was written, to be first author [30] 8 . 

1932-1935 

In 1932 he reverted to the role of Inspector, Veterinary 
Department, Khartoum but received an up-grade from Fourth to 
Third Class of the Order of the Nile [31]: 

Whitehall, June 8,1932. 

The KING has been pleased to give and grant unto the under¬ 
mentioned gentlemen His Majesty's Royal licence and authority to 
wear Decorations conferred upon them by His Majesty the King of 
Egypt, in recognition of valuable service rendered by them while in 
the employment of the Sudan Government:- 

ORDER OF THE NILE. 

Insignia of the Third Class. 

Captain Robert Starmer Audas, M.C. 

Robert Audas had proceeded on leave in 1932 earlier in the 
year than usual and arrived in London on 22 April aboard the SS 
Strathnaver from Port Sudan and, described as a Civil Servant aged 
48 resident in Sudan gave his next destination as the Royal Societies 
Club, Wellington House, Buckingham Gate [32]. On his return to 
Sudan he was again in Darfur as an Inspector in the Veterinary 
Department from 1933 to 1935. He was based in El Fasher, the 
capital of Darfur Province, lived in a 3-room mud hut and slept on 
the roof. Although this was the regional capital there was only a small 
number of expatriates in residence. Work dominated the lifestyle and 
conversation at the “Club" was dominated by work related themes. 
There was some social life, however, with opportunities to play polo, 
hunt birds with the aid of horse and dog and get dressed up for formal 
receptions of visiting dignitaries from Khartoum or even overseas. 
Audas was made responsible for a herd of 18 tame giraffe which came 
in to the town for water. Like so many other expatriates living in the 
drier areas of Africa he also kept couple of cheetah ( Acinonyx jubatus ) 
cubs as pets. In 1934 he had an extended leave of four months. The 
Sudan Government Quarterly List for 1 January 1935 has Veterinary 
Inspector Captain R S Audas, M.C. M.R.C.V.S, Nile 3rd Class listed as 



8 The horse breeding scheme continued in a modified form for many years. When the Author of this paper lived in Nyala in 1972 the unit had a stallion imported from Kenya. 
This animal was reputed as shadid [strong but in this context dangerous] and unrideable: the Author put this myth to bed after a few outings with the horse who proved very 
tractable following appropriate measures to convince him who was in charge. 
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being in Darfur but due for retirement. Robert Starmer Audas aged 
51 arrived in London on 22 July 1935 on board the SS Oxfordshire 
from Port Sudan with his profession listed as Retired from Sudan 
Government Service and going to c/o Holt & Co Kirkland House, 
Whitehall [33] 9 . (FigurelO-12). 

1936-1937 

After his return from Sudan it is possible that Audas toured 
parts of Europe. On 9 March 1936, for example, he arrived in London 
from Gibraltar on board the SS Viceroy of India. He was aged 52, 


retired, and going to 18 Cardigan Road, Bridlington [34]. The fact 
that he travelled 2nd Class makes it unlikely that it was an official 
trip. The call of Sudan was strong, however, whither he returned at 
the end of 1936, departing Liverpool on 4 December on board the 
SS Derbyshire of the Bibby Line. His home address was 18 Cardigan 
Lane, he was aged 52 and his occupation was Government Official 
[35]. Government Official he may have been but he spent almost all if 
not entirely all his time hunting in Darfur. 

Some two months after his arrival in El Fasher Audas was joined 
by Mrs Vivien Henriques who had sailed from Birkenhead to Port 




9 Holt and Company was an army agency established by William Kirkland, agent to the First Regiment of Foot, in Bennett Street, St James’s, London, in about 1809. Army 
agents kept regimental accounts, distributed pay and subsistence, dealt in supplies of clothing, claims for pensions and injury and provided a general banking business for 
soldiers and their families. The Company became part of the Royal Bank of Scotland in 1992. 
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Sudan on board the SS Yuma of the Bibby Line on 5 February 1937 
[36]. She then continued overland and by air to El Fasher. Robert 
Henriques arrived in El Fasher soon afterwards 10 . The apparent main 
objective of this reunion and the hunting safari that followed was for 
Audas to “shoot just one more lion" [37]. 

Henriques had served in the Royal Artillery for several years in 
Sudan but he was a debutant in big game hunting. He remarks several 
times in his book that lion ( Panthera leo) are “pure vermin" and during 
his six weeks sojourn in Darfur he shot, from hides, two as well as two 
leopard ( Panthers pardus). During his time in Darfur, Henriques notes 
that “Game was profuse". He saw, for example, gazelle (Red-fronted 
gazelle Gazella rufifrons), tiang (Topi, Damaliscus lunatus tiang ), 
hartebeest (Lelwel hartebeest, Alcelaphus bucelaphus lelwel), duiker 
(Grimm's duiker Silvicapra grimmi ), roan antelope ( Hippotragus 
equinus), water buck (Defassa waterbuck Kobus defassa ), greater 
kudu ( Tragelaphus strepsiceros) and buffalo ( Syncerus caffer) in 
one morning near the Darfur-Central African Republic border 11 . 
Henriques really wanted to obtain trophy heads of various antelope 
species and especially of greater kudu but failed to do so. 

Audas was no debutant and he was not interested - at least no 
longer interested - in trophy heads. By this time he was “rated the 
world's greatest authority on animals in the Sudan", was said “to 
possess the finest collection of head and trophies ever shot by one 
man" and had “shot 100 elephants, 51 lions and 2 7 leopards in addition 
to innumerable small bag" (Appendix C). According to Henriques [37] 
he was greeted with delight wherever they went on this last journey. 
He had recruited many of his former staff for the trip and lived in 
the style to which he was accustomed, sleeping in a large tent, his 
meals served by his former butler and drinking gin and whisky at 
sundown (Figure 13). It is not surprising that he as welcomed on 
this jaunt. During his service shooting elephants prevented them 
from destroying crops and provided meat, shooting lion and leopard 
prevented them from killing livestock. His vaccination campaigns 
and general veterinary duties prevented the deaths of thousands 
(possibly hundreds of thousands) of cattle. On this last trip Audas and 
Henriques did further service to the locals by providing employment 
to locals and injecting cash into the local economy. They also reduced 


the depredations of predatory carnivores by killing 14 lions and 19 
leopards. Audas shot two leopards and three lions - bringing his total 
for this latter species to 63 - in one night. He abhorred the use of 
poison but shot from a hide in a tree situated over a pool of water 
where the animals came to drink and did not risk stalking and killing 
in the open. 

After a short period of six weeks or so in the bush of Darfur, Audas, 
accompanied by Vivien Henriques (her husband had already left by 
air), arrived in London from Port Sudan on 21 May 1937 aboard the 
SS Derbyshire of the Bibby Line. He was aged 53, travelled First Class, 
worked for the Sudan Government and gave his forwarding address 
as c/o Holt & Co., Kirkland House, Whitehall, London. Mrs Henriques 
was 29 years old and was going to Windsor Hill Farm, Bibury in 
Gloucestershire [41]. 

Later life 

1939-1951 

After completing his service in Sudan, Audas lived with his 
sister Dorothy at 18 Cardigan Road, Bridlington. He continued his 
association with the Henriques family, however, and on 29 September 
1939 - just after World War II had started and when a kind of census 
(known as the 1939 Register) was undertaken - he was a visitor at the 
Henriques home at Mill Farm, Winston, Northleach in Gloucestershire. 
The household comprised Robert Q E Henriques, a Regular Army 
Officer, his wife Vivien, two children, a French Governess and three 
other live-in servants as well as Audas who was aged 55 and a Captain 
retired from the RAVC [42]. He had been removed from the Reserve 
of Officers earlier in the year as he had reached the age limit for the 
liability to recall [43]: 

REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS. 

The under-mentioned having attained the age limit of liability to 
recall cease to belong to the Res. of Off.: — 

GENERAL LIST. 

ROYAL ARMY VETERINARY CORPS. 

Capt. R. S. Audas, M.C. 23rd Jan. 1939 


10 Robert David QuixanoHenriques was of Sephardic Jewish (Portuguese] extraction. He joined the Royal Artillery in 1926 and served in Egypt and Sudan but had to retire in 
1933 following a riding accident. He became a successful writer of novels and biographies and was friendly with several of the better-known authors of the 1930s and 1940s. 
Like Audas he was fixated on Darfur. His book, "Death by Moonlight”, is an account of this hunting trip which had been planned at the Henriques' house in Gloucestershire 
during October 1936. Henriques was keen to shoot lion and leopard as well as several species of large rare antelopes but in the event he was totally outclassed by Audas, 
whose name is never mentioned in the book where he is referred to, "thinly disguised”, as Wimpole. Henriques was recalled to the colours in 1939 and was later Brigade Major 
with the Royal Artillery 61st Division. MrsHenriques, an avid sportswoman herself, rode regularly with the local fox-hunting pack for many years after her return to England 
and was a Local Ambulance Driver during the 1939-1945 War. 

n During the religious uprising of the 1880s and 1890s, the men of Darfur had flocked to Khartoum to join the Mahdi and "wild animals [took] possession of the empty plains” 
[38] Another independent observation confirms that in the 1930s southern Darfur was "teeming with game" [39]. In the period 1947-1951 the large carnivores were still 
relatively common: 76 lion, 20 leopard, 688 hyaena and 656 jackals and foxes were legally shot or poisoned by the Veterinary Department in this period [40]. That is all gone: 
during 1972-1977 when the Author worked in Southern and Western Darfur virtually no large carnivores nor large ungulates still survived. 
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In October 1946 Audas took exception to what he called the 
“ruthless destruction of Africa's big game" and penned a fulminating 
memo which he probably thought to publish but which never was 
(Appendix D). This destruction was being carried out - or was going 
to be carried out - in an attempt to eradicate the tsetse fly. Some 
five years later, in 1951, he wrote a synthesis of eight trips through 
Northern Darfur and Northern Kordofan over a 24-year period. 
His conclusion was that the large herds of Scimitar-horned Oryx 
and Addax {Addax nasomaculatus ) had been considerably reduced. 
By 1937 their numbers were dangerously low due in the main to 
increased numbers of firearms acquired by nomads following World 
War I and the trade in their dried meat [sharmoot) and hides which 
were used to make ropes and grain bags. He was more positive about 
Barbary sheep (Aoudad, Ammotraguslervia ) which received some 
protection through the cooperation of the Governor, Charles Dupuis, 
the tribal chief s and the appointment of a well-known hunter and his 
son as wardens [44]. These two documents seem somewhat at odds 
with his own personal history and could be part of the well known 
syndrome of poachers becoming gamekeepers. 

1950-1966 

Audas never married. When asked about this he said he felt it 
would not have been fair for a wife to have had to put up with army 
life abroad. He and his sister Dorothy (whose older farming husband 
had died in and who had taken on the job of Audas' “housekeeper" 
and helpmeet) moved from their previous house at 18 Cardigan Road 



to a bungalow at 11 Fortyfoot, Bridlington about 1950. His family 
recall much of his hunting trophy collection kept in the garage and 
being brought out and cleaned annually. He also had a quantity of 
African hardwood which he carved into tea spoons (often given away 
to visitors) and letter racks. He also had a local joiners turn some into 
a blanket chest. On at least one occasion he was delighted to receive 
visitors from Sudan at this home (Figure 14) and continued to receive 
Christmas cards from the Sudanese Government for very many years. 

It was at this time also that his health began to decline and he 
became a semi-invalid. On 17 March 1950 he wrote his Last Will and 
Testament in which he left his Bridlington Estate to Dorothy Holtby, 
who was also appointed as executrix. His eyesight also degenerated 
and he was nearly blind for the last two years of his life. Dorothy later 
persuaded him to give a brief account of his life in Sudan, which she 
wrote down longhand, only seven weeks before his death (Appendix 
E). Robert Starmer Audas died aged 81 on 5 Januaryl966 [44]. He 
was buried three days later in the graveyard of St Andrew's church, 
Boynton, about three miles west of Hull (Figure 15) 12 . Sister Dorothy 
mixed some of Audas' collection of pebbles from Jebel Marra in the 
soil that covered him: she later donated some pebbles to the Durham 
Archives [45]. Probate of his personal estate valued at £27 329 was 
granted to Dorothy Holtby, widow, of 11 Fortyfoot, Bridlington, on 9 
March 1966 [46]. 

An obituary written by a former colleague - the one with whom 
the first ascent of Jebel Marra was made - provides a deeper insight 
of Audas than could be gathered from the official documents cited 
in this paper (Appendix F) [47]. We learn, for example that he was 
known by his middle name of Starmer. That he was a “character" 



Figure 15: Gravestone of Robert Starmer Audas in the churchyard of St Andrew's Church, Boynton and broader view showing 
headstone of his sister Dorothy Starmer Holtby and the churchyard in general 


12 Dorothy Holtby, of Parklands Hall, Middleton on the Wolds, North Humberside, aged 97, died on 14 January 1986 of broncho-pneumonia and heart disease and was interred 
next to her brother three days later on 17 January 1986. 
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probably has come through already that he went looking for trouble 
in tribal disturbances - he could not have been awarded five Clasps 
to his Khedive's Medal by being opportunely in the place where the 
disturbances took place - is also evident from the official sources. 
That he was a blunt Yorkshireman will come as no surprise to those 
of us who also hail from that County He was clearly no respecter of 
persons - he probably went looking for fools so that he would not 
suffer them gladly - and this may have been partly the reason that he 
was never promoted above Captain although it is probable that he 
made it clear he did not want promotion. A more aesthetic side comes 
through in the obituary in the reference to his artistic capabilities. 
That he loved the Sudan and its people is clear and that he was 
instrumental in its economic progress through his veterinary field 
work should not be forgotten and is an important facet of his legacy. 
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Appendix A 
A happy memory 

The typescript reproduced here was made available to me by Audas' great nephew, Simon Robinson, fromhis family archives 

The document is also available as: SAD.455/2/6-8 [n.d.] "Garnil”, by Audas. An account of his horse for 26 years, (ts). Durham: 
Durham University Library, Archives and Special Collections: Sudan Archive, n.d.; typescript. 
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A happy man 

He first saw the light of day in 1907» at the end o? tha rains. 

The foal of a straw berry roan oars owned by an Arab of the Measerie tribe v 
in Kordofan Province Sudan. It was at a Tribal gathering organised by the 
District Commissioner for the Governor's yearly "pet together'’ that I first 
saw the young horse, then sixteen months old - (a 4 my sugg stion the Tribes¬ 
men had been asked to bring all their horses with them.) The unusual colouring 
of Gamil made him noticeable| a skewbald strawberry roan, with one eye blue, 
the other mixed colour and four white legs. I took one long look, saw him 
move and he just 'got me. 1 His owner wtj prepared to sell and a head-stall 
was then put on the little fellow and he walked add trotted back with me to 
headquarters in 31 O’beid to begin a partnership that was to last until I 
left the Sudan some 26 years later - he had already bean named Gamil which 
in Arabic means 'Becutiful' and 1 sow no reason to alter this. 

His intelligence developed with his limbs, and at four yeare he 
was 14.1, a sturdy perfectly raae horse. He seemed to enjoy being long 
reined, learning manners and he was a natural jumper a^%ould even go over 
thinJSS^and string. I had a useful light weight ayce boy who was put on 
him (reins fastened to the head ‘all) during hia early training until he 
was able to oarry lie proved an apt pupil and wa soon understood each 

other perfectly. He carried me many thousands of miles on track and patrols 
in Kordofan ^^•^arfur province a and the hod ^ea Country. 

At he^uqu rtera he won all hia races at the 
when in Khartoum he had soon good wine in in* laces ior .ountj 
the open Jumping was Tirat, competing with <»xaba, ^jjyptian ( 

English horse 3 , j&t after*, ia, led by hi* on i. i» -und ..... 

to the Governor General and his lady and bo 


tinge, 


and in 
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He was a first class polo-poo/ aai we enjoyed many chukka* 
together, over a period of a one eighteen yaars, he was flavor sick or 

I considered he had been a faithful friend and servant long anough ha 
was sent to the Nyala Stud, as he had already been responsible for several 
good foals. Ee tts3 never shod, j^S had four perfect hoovas and retained 
his 3 lamina and condition. 

I arranged with a reliable friend (an officer i c the - tarn 
Corps) to ace that he had a humane departure from this world, cn toe day I 
had to leave the Sudan Government + Cne of his hooves is on my desk as 1 
write, and if an epitaph was needed it would "He wee a gentlsaan#" 

A t O # Ar * 
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fcf- mi 
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Appendix B 

Horse Breeding in Sudan 

The two documents reproduced here underline the interest in horses exhibited by Audas. He spent a lot of time and energy on 
establishing and promoting the breeding schemes, especially in Nyala, from 1925 onwards. 

The typescript document is also available as: SAD.479/10/5-12 [post 1925] “Horse breeding in the Sudan", by Audas (ts). Durham: 
Durham University Library, Archives and Special Collections: Sudan Archive, n.d.; typescript. The published article was obtained via the 
good offices of The Arab Horse Society and is reproduced here with permission. 
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HORSE BREEDING IN THE BUDAH 

The no rDe population of the Sudan i B roughly 25,000. 

Of tiie vuat extent of the count 17 only a relatively aaali ir ea 
10 SLiitea t0 horaeo, in thie area, which includee the die- 
triota went of the .bite Mile, north of ran©l 13® via. the 
Provinces of Darfur, Kordofen and the ihite Nile, ue find the 
treat jaajority In the hande of cattle o-.-ain,, Arab#. 

further north in XhdrtouB province and extending on 
both h iKu of the :ile, through 3 erber, into oongola, horses nre 
kept, but not in large nur.bere, bein K ut the present time more 
or leaa of a luxury. 

In the thickly populated towns of 
ano t.ic cotton -rowin' area of the Blue lillt 
ber of horues ire owned, and a few bred, by 
but are used principally for racin 
li to a few yee-rc ago a 
racing and piayini oolo in these are it *c 
few English, many Arab and ,.r«b type ofc 
In recent ye re the 


ue an iK.equ.-te supply of 
all reti tlremente, ie 

for de. 
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and the Central-. eetero Horse. There are aleo a few Intermediate 
types, the result of crosses, varying with the locality and the 

tribe. 



The Dongolawi found ia Khartoum province riJ 'Forth of 


Dougold, ig of very ancient lineage, and only a few pure bred 
hortee of this type exist to-day. t rom the point of view of 
horee Improvement it is fortunate that this breed la dying out, 
but it Will etill take many years to eliminate many of the dis¬ 
pleasing hereditable traits. 


is a rule i.e ie 'raukhamas* (a bl and four spooking*) 


and ie ohe&tnut, bay, brown or black in colour, never grey, roan 
or r rt; coloured. He posoes-**8 one or two points usually con¬ 
sidered objectionable, a “oraan nose, email pir eyes, a. /,e&vy neck, 

pronounced erect, straight shoulders and posterns, hi^h irithexs, 
fore le^-c close together, toes turned out and & consequent ten¬ 
dency to speedy-cutting and brushing. He is shallow, flat-elded 
■•ito very sloping quarters, a ^renounced crouj and tail set on 
Vfij low. He stands es rtuch as Ip. 2, and ie essentially a fan— 
taoio aorse, popular tfltfc the riverine people In former days as & 
ount for ’•lilukaa 1 * und cerei&onial gatherin *> f for nhicfr purpose 
he wlv ide-1, being high In front and low behind, tiiti at extrav- 
gently high action. 

The Central “Western horse foind in Darfur raid Kordof&n 
and alBost surely of Horfch-afeet African origin locally known ai 
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'‘Purawi* or # Kordofani * day be of any colour, but bay la pre- 
dordn te, chestnut, grey, brown, roan and party coloured home® 
being next ocramoueet In that order* The further West, the more 
varied became® the colours, Ekewbalds, piebalds, occasional white 
and wall-eyod ponies being not infrequently found. 

* characteristic s Fur^rl* is squire, sturdy ^nd small, 
usually not exceeding 14 hand®, lacking in quality, straight shoul- 
dere anM a short thick neck. 

Considering the hardships to which most of them are 
tfubjecteu and tot privations they -re oftai* forced to endure from 
foal-hood, u any being ridden as yearling© and later even as two- 
year old®, in hunting elephant tuid giraffe, the;e ponies possess 
hOauerf^l st -uinu <-iid are remarkably souuu uum. free from bone 
disease. 

The intermediate types are the result of Grossing of 
the two before-mentioned breeds, ana in costs eases the Intro— 
unction in the p^t of foreign blood, Egyptian, Serb, and Arab* 

In the early days of the ocoupati n of the Sudan, most 
official© *rere mounted on horses obtained from Egypt, the late 
Sultan of Darfur >oc3SEted many such horses, hut again type has 
varied considerably with environment a©, for Instance, the horses 
owned by the ioxaus ol the northern desert, which are a type on 
tjaeir own, with more quality, better necks, larger eye©, and grey 
their favourite colour. dp to 1914 » m^ny of the 1'esseria *^nles 
(Kordofan) showed distinct traces of Arab blood, the result of 
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horeis captured from Hick 1 6 Pashas 1 Amy in 1883. 

The foregoing roughly explains the conditions and des¬ 
cribee the oaterlal with which the Government had to work. Since 
1910 a few keen officials have attested to do oOtetMa" in their 
o n districts, but the results, as were to he expected, were 

negligible, na tneir trance coiaclueu ltl. iht . epsrture 

of the o x icinl concerned. Since the e*u^e ytii imd u to 1925 

the Veterinary Department have had standing at various places odd 
imported stallions, Arabs, Egyptians and one thoroughbred, the 
latter rerented by +he late Lord Kitchener, This ter-* was res¬ 
ponsible for many foals, but owin to inadequate supervision in 
the outlying diotrlcte, little c-re was t then In the election 
of mares, md many of his foalr that did not succumb to neglect 
dieesse were lost sight of. 

In rhftrto'iaj, where conditions were sore favourable, 
many of the beet S.C B. winners were the propeny of this sire* 
t this Mne ■ .-tny r.- ttwe 0’Tner r of toon rv re.: tr ^ted 
n -rvp™^t interfcrcnce fith a certain amount of atplclon and 
were not always willln to brln^ them up for service, probably 
for the following reasons. Firstly, bein^ untie r the impression 
that the nov^mnent would lay acne cl^iw to the foal, In e^lte 
of saorancee to the contrary, secondly, being afraid of losing 
favour ith a n tiv owner of a utallion vtio woul-i t .ereby loue 
hie fee, and thirdly, the # nvil eye - an-. the idea that the progeny 
of imported horscr would be no re likely to succumb to disease, 
(Horse sickness). 
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It should be mentioned tbat castration of horses is 




not practised by the native* He la generally a happy-£o-lucky - 
"Allah Karela* sort of fellow, nd often falls to give hie animal** 
suf icie it supervision, the result being that a good deal of 
promiscuou 



was held l.z .cu Zs-b-a. -j.. -,1 province w o Ueesert* tribe 

turned oat some S,Q0v horses. 

This ©ho# became an annual ev*nt. Since l?10 p a year 
after the taking over of Darfur, seven or eight sho?;c have been 
held pjnnually at places convenient for the horre ownin' tribes if 
Kordofan and Darfur- dot e lo A 000 hor&ou attend these gatherings. 

\ northern Show io aloo held at Bhendl, the he?.dcjuiirte of the 
tiudtin cavalry. It It. at thee© shows where cvrry horse, flare and 
foal in the tribes 1 b kiled A >, it and inspected, th t opportunity 
occuni of comparin' results from year to year, end for the pur— 
chasinf of remounts for the A nay, Police and Civil requirements. 

These annual events are c jerly looked forward to ae & 
festive reunion by tne tribee concerned, where all sorts of ques¬ 
tion© are discuBted, parolee aoney ior horses bought by the Govem- 
?^ent p id out, award© presented nti advice, esx.1* tiono an'- in— 
at ructions <ln stock improvement given in a congeninX atmospheres 


Experience has proved that toe best diotrlot for horse 
production under entirely natural conditions is oouth Central 
Darfur and it is here that the Government has concentrated most 
of Its stall!one. To show good rssolts foal« oust be pro iuoed 
in large numbers. Wastage is considerable - nd und^r ronul qon- 
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47^ f *©{ to 

aitions only about would reach naturlty (an apart froc lieease 
ini injuries, lions and hyaenas take tbeir toll) and of these waxy 
sould not be up to standard. 

rhe arafc omex Is only Just beginning to realise that 
the dhii plhys at le ct a joj. p rt in the production of the foal, 

04 u- that rood bo rues es^uiot be produced fro.- neglected, starred, 
mis-shapen i 

i- a definite breeding scheme wxe lnai^arnttl on 

sound lines in Sordoian and Jarfur* a £tud boos vaa started, and 
tie best cures oi exeb tribe were selected, registered and tattoed, 

--lid t*it o, i*ert ..aie instructed to the- with Gove.:: ;ent t 

Approved tribal stallions 

^uJLieient stallion power xxv- provi > ., r ci. sire .8 jiven 
e- letter of the alphabet and tue resulting foals, iter beiiv_ in- 
specte** and cneel-ced, *ere tat toed in the up^er jum with the letter 
denoting tneir sire. 

res e-oid foals thuu branded rrerc held t x free. Thanks 
to t;*e teen interest a O'xxi by all concerned, both official a uid 
native**, much success ... e attended the e ct forts, ^ost obstacles 

have oeen overcome, three seasons of drouht end 7ruin shortage 
have beta ve^tnered, and during the past few years increasingly 

iar t 7 e xuit’abera of Stud bred horses have b terx produced. The stage 
has now been reached when many native wares are three quarter \rab f 
^nv groat ears has been exercised In the mating of these. 

The object oi the scheme ■ c to produce not a racing 
machine but a utility borne of improve type, to supply officer® 
and officials with sports horses, the **rr.y xnd Police with recounts, 
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the native with a higher class horse ljicI eventually to supply a 
loc 1 breed to do away with the necessity of importing horeee from 
abroad , which aim h;.» now been successfully achieved. 

i -Xporienoe hae shown that the pure desert Arab is the 
atrc moat capable of correcting conformation and improving native 
ttook. In spite of the fact that several good friends,Interested 
in horee imp rovement, have from tiiae to tine presented good .vrab 
uu-~ lc ( cunaliejabie difficulties were encountered In obtainir^ the 
requisite number of right tyjet iron ligypt, time and :aoney sere 
often short, ana it was a question of being content with sound 
i.ood luoliiiv, .rub t>. u u-..iiof doubtful breeding, ;:ut *'t*.uite 
h-ve ho mi that fxou these horses, the progeny, although in most 
Cttoi i, bett.r than the port native, was .11 aa. ointiag. 

It lu iai ^eetli-.j to ata.Sc Vjat aone o; these stallions 
1‘houtlt i Hi wonderful racing records, and classified in the 
Egypt1 an qS 'ujyf fir 1 1 cl»r-bs f l vo proved tbe-aclvcs to 

belong %<j the above category* 

Cii the ctii r h^id, the horses, :cse nlsvtory ia definitely 
b yoa Set f have in all c-^es, no tter ./hat ty e of mare, 
never filled to reproduce distinctive c^raeterlstlco and atanp 
their offspring-- 

Jaria^ the lo t fe , e, :a ? the Governi.ent ius purchased 
fre< time to tlae ^ odd thorOMgLWed t to Khlch number three horses 
have been auutd, the jencroan gifts of the late Lord *ioolavington # 
Lord .1stor .sid Jack Gibsoa, ksq. 

The thoroughbred, whan taattd -1th the right type of 
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native naie noet* produce a hors© with shape, size and racing 
capabilities, but with nondescript p especially those possessing 
Don^olaiari blood, he Id not capable of correcting conformation 
or eadowin, bis offspring xith Me particular character! sties 
&b In the case with the Arab, 

A foal by a thoroughbred cannot be ouccceefttlly re rod 
under normal native condition© as be -ast live a pan jg red exist* 
u*ce >dierc e^eci 1 o^re and a liberal uiet re forthcoming. 

He is a luxury horse, and can therefore only be pro¬ 
duced by omers kith knowledge and ample : , ieanc t and ug far as 
ght n-tive i£ couccrntid their chief Incentive in the ch .ice of 
ftinuin.: money An the r<-oe course, and the glory of ownership. 

* rovidi*i_ a fe- Li h cl- ic Lrab at-* 111 one -. 1 - intro¬ 
duced fro..4 fci.je tu Li i , --Iii i*''. iw e'rfC.j t..soft . ;» up.: t •*“ t 

tnc M-w ill be in position, not only to supply all local 
requirements, out ^.ob cly to export horses compart 1 ^ fov o, * < ly 
uitu iiiaii/ of , orfch rice. iAv. th; iddlr .£*%. 
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1936 THE ARAB HORSE 71 


Horse Improvement in the Sudan 

By Mr. C. G DUPUIS, C B E . ter* G#*«r**r *4 tXitfmr Carr. R. S. AUDAS, M-C. 

f HHE hofK population of ihc Sudan is very roughly Of the v**i extern of the 

| country only i relatively small to horse*, and irt this area, which includes 

the district* West of th* White Nile, North of parallel ;i * tit t the Provinces 
of Darfur. Kordofar. and the Whire Nile—see hud the |mt majority in the hands el nrni 
f.dmadic cattle osi rung Arabs. Fuethe t North, in KhirtOum PtoviJKt and rxtmdidt on 
both baah of the Nile through Betfeer M DongoL*, Hotsc* are kept. but not in Urge Humbert, 
brine at the present time more or Irs* of a lorory. U the of OodsmuA ar*d Khartoum* 

and in xbe ihivki> pjjHiUftd cot ion-fvn wine area ot the Blue Nile, a vOn *idcrabie number 
of horses ift owned, and a few bred, both by British ami native*, Imi ate used principally 
for racing and spomng purposes. 



MKLbX Arabian Stallion. Kre*eni«i to |].E.Tbf tiovemordienenl of the Sudan 
by II.M. the King, of the llv)>| lift I **l*. 


Up to a few years jfo P a large percentage of the horse* raciM and pUytnf polo in these 
areas were of foreign ongin—a few English, but the majority Arab* or ol Arab type obtained 
from Egypt, 

The indigenous horse of the Sudan may be divided foe descriptive purpnes into two 
distinct types* ib< DongoJawi* or Northern Sudan horse, and the CewtiaJ Western horse* 
There are d». naturally* a feu inrertTtediat* types. 

The " DoacoUwc H found in Kluifovm Pwsiacr. an No^ihwarde on the Nile, tt of very 
atwsect borift and only a few pure-bred horses of tins rype caist today A* a rule* he « 
Mukhammai |a blase and four stockings) and is chestnut* bay, brown* or black in ootouf, 
but never grey* rom f or parti-colocire4 + He potwvm many point* usudly coowknd 
objecuoubk -i Roman new* small p»a eyes, a heavy neck, pronounced creel, straight 
shoulders and pjjterns* high wirhtft, foretell clove together, ton turned out, and a consequent 
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7 * THE ARAB HORSE March, IG1$ 


UAckiKf m wi brusliiiifi. He b Uutlow ath! *Lir~*i3e<J. wiili very stoptni 

i««tf n # 4 pnicwirvid cfOu|> t a ui 1 Kt on \try kn». He funds as high as i),4. uJ is 
ttftnfuJy A " fantjnii '* horir, popubr vith the nvtrain people in foa»r dayi js 4 mount 
foe " " {dine lot parties Jr »»d il | 3 (htnAp, fdf eli?ch purposes he vas 

Kkv. hfiij high iti from and tow behsod mttiio liifb action 

The Ccn^il-Wtsirrti Wr\f t fovod in Darfur, Kordofar and the Whtir Nile Provinces* 
w4 Almost cimuiiy oI Worth s w Africa*! it laoly known as " Fmjvi “ or " Kordo' 

fjtu : r He ru) be ol My cotow, bet bay ts p r e d ottti unt. chst^Gt, ffty, h rosn , roan, and 
inJ pirti-cotoufcd borm betn^ cosnxwcn xi that order- Hse further Wm r the move 
vannl become the gotoin, uevtuik picbaldi xod occasocull} white And valteyrd poeift 
bnof oo4 ^ Wistert: D^fer. 

A rhimimtic *" Funtm " b tterdy, »d tnal, woaliy not nc**dm* 14 hwibi. 

He «a lAchiaf ifl {juabey. mih MrAfhi sboaldcn aod 4 ihort Unci ntek. But the breed 
pOBMM eimilcifvii Vavirip ukL ^vtukring the hardships sod ptivMioM to which thqr 
Ate often hvbfcvUd m fauI hood—lot B»y *if taddra «| ytiHaao, mxJ t«i»-ytar< 4 kh are 
uud mn foe rkphant, aod gindt^heatigf—Ihty art rtmarkabiy Mad aaJ free from hone 
dcfttJMS. 



CRITERION Arjb SuliWa. Prncfited to Sudan Clove™ me sit. 


The iRtcfEBtdatt iyp» Are Uae results of cro^^r.f of the ” Dor*fo(iVT *’ And “ Fufa»j 
bfttihp modahed m s«ie tJAti by the lAtrodsciiwi in the pm of F.fyp4un. Barb, or Arab 
Mood by European o£kia^ or other*, It «* notrxo^by for iiataact that the Arab dw*ter- 
iitio which op to iyia stir ootnu&e te suy pw* owrsed by the Mowru tnbt of 
Konklao, *«ft cttduy auribwied by :bdr owners to the mlut«t of Arab horses taptortd 
from Hack* RatLi # i ihYa td army in iS8j- 

Soch w av the raaimal 00 which »y a”rmft At horw-improvement ict the Su 4 a*i had w 
be bAaeJ. The Arab hont-oowr aaomvtr was stncrifl7 a hi ppy to -haefcy Mri of leUow* 
who left the cart of hi* lAivmik very much 10 Albb, Asad uoce tasrrjTiM war not prartntd, 
it may be un^iMd that a food deaJ of pro*mscuatss fnarmr took place. Even ibt briber- type 
nattvr ovatn of food mr« were Ape,, m the early days* to regard CovcramctJt interference 
with a certain amount o: suspaooo and were often reluctant to brine them up for seme* ; 
hrttly from a vague umai:^u kst f «i iptc of a»ufnxf5 to the fftfittaiy, Costfamcm could 
(ay some sort of claim to the foa! : wcteidly from iear off the " ml eye ’* ; and thirdly from 
the no« ill-fotmded nouon that the progeny off imported hones might be more liable to 
suctumb to diuaac, eipccially to hont-sckncb. 
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Eiily effort* at improvrikiftii were ipumodK. «ncc the of the Sudm 

in (Ro8 i6w there hive hf#n < ef nofTk iib t<MJo«mfrhjogin tbtif«wa diftncts: 

but the wa* to he iipKtidf wen ncgh&ible, and their dsmemiceivutCHfed with 

the departin'* at the indiviJuil c^nc«rn#dt Since i$to the Sudan Veterinary Depitniirm 
ha\e had ktirulmf i f<w imported notably one thoroughbred, the gift of the Ute 

Lord Kitchener, but it w» im till that a defuut* breeding scheme waa nuntd *m KorJ- 

ofan and Dutfur *ormp««d in igif i with the object of ptodueifig, wot a few racing machines, 
but an ifliffoitd local breed ripihe of nppijmm the n^wrvme&ts of Brmh and aimi 
of&ccr* and ofkuls for raise avid polo, the Army wd Red*ro w*rh rnawsii. and the utwt 
with it:.levied rid,ng antniiH. and of cceftTually dwnf away aKofttKtr wih the otroufy 
for cm pot ta ng an y hones from abroad* 

ft was obvi^m that, fo show good results under native i anduiocu such av hire been 
sketched ibo^ti L\iU nwl be prodc* rd *n large nuinhm, and it was recognised that, after 
Juca.sc and injuries lions and Hyenas had taken their toll, only about 40 per cent, would 
reach maturity and of threw many would he betow standard. Accordingly not only were a 
number *of imported provided at suitable tmlftt, but they were reinforced by the 

selection and rtfuirtiion of a few of the bnt cowiiry<bt«d kUibotu m each tnfee The belt 



Oray Gelding handi. half Arab, quarter I'arT-llred Arab, 

quirffr Nutivc breed, 

of tilt mares were selected and marked, and the co-operation of the tribal chiefs \' W fiilisttd 
to encourage their owners to mate them with Government or approved iribal tullkm. Art 
attempt to keep a stud-book proved impracticable, but a careful record was kept vf all kcvko, 
and the ftulfifl« foals, alter being nlrcitd and checked, were fattoed in the upper gi-m with 
a letter of ib* alphabet denoting their ttft A* u additional inducement, selected cure* 
artd thnr tartotd fuM were exempted from payment of amma. tax. 

The area to be covered was about vbe 1^ France, inJ the nsaber of amiable Hr .tuh 
ideiviitfrifjie arid Veterinary o 9 kuli could be courted almost on the hater* of 00c band- 
Tbe scheme would hardly hai r been workable, but toe the system of annua] tubal hofte-shows 
or futi, which is a feature of tribal administration m ihe Western Sudan. "The fitst of (hear 
was held ir, 1910 at Abu Za Had by the Mfvcvru tribe of Kordo* in. and was quickly mutated 
by other tribe*. Since 1918, (twe* years after the occupation of Darfur) seven or eight such 
show* have been held annually fot the torn-owning (nbn of Kordofaa add Darfur, and a 
Northern show is held at SherKli on the Nile, The Headquarters of the mounted troops of the 
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74 THE ARAB HORSE Mitih. 1936 


Sudan Defence Fv % k< Some 18*000 hand rr.arc* attend iheie annually. 

They are looked forward to by chief* and mbdreen a* festival re-unions, and rh* 

jdminiatralive natlwritits find them tnicmtly valuable for the conduct of tribal buufltst, the 
ttmdiiaoft of grievance*, and the dbcu^ior of current problem* in a ronctnid atmosphere. 
At these sficwi every horse, mare and foal in the tribes ** filed past for inspection by the 
Bnt«h Veterinary Inspector, mares art selected, foal* marked, explanations and mstntctiocis 
broadcasted, and advice given. At (he nme lime remo un ts are purcluMd and paid for. 

Experience bja proved that the best district for horse-producuon under entirely natural 
conditions 1* South-Central Darfur, where gracing and watering conditions arc particularly 
favourable and it is heir that Government has new concentrated most of its stallions. 



Half- Bred Arab Mare with foal hy Arab Stallion. 


This is no place for a history of the Scheme and its vicissitudes, nor lor a catalogue of ns 
administrative assets. Suffice it to uy that, thanks to the keen and unflagging interest 
shown by all concerned, both British and Native land the tribal chiefs not least) many of the 
difficulties have been overcome and the Scheme U now achieving a large measure of success- 
Three seasons of drought and gram-shortage have been weathered, and an increasingly 
large number of stud-bred bones if produced every year — and produced very cheaply. 
The annual import of horses from Egypt for racing and polo has shrunk to l mere half-dozen, 
and in abort, the objects of the Scheme are m a fair way to being realised. 

Moreover the Arab owner x learning that the dam play* at least a w'\ part in the pro¬ 
duction of (he feud, and that good hnrv% cannot he produced from neglected, starved, nuw- 
s-hapert marcs. The stage has now been reached when many natives are (he proud owners 
of three-quarter-Arab tnarra, and great cam is exercised an their mating. 

The pure desert Arab has proved himself beyond all doubt to be the sire most capable 
of correcting faults in conformation and improving native stock. Unfortunately, thou£:i 
several good fnends have from (aw to time preser.ted good Arab horses, the purchase fcOre 
Egypt of the rtghi type m sutbcicmt number* has been a rnaitci of some ditt.culty. Time 
usd money are often short, and the Vctenrary Department has sometimes bad to be content 
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Much, 19*6 THE ARAB HORSE 75 


with tood'looluac iiiliOM of Are* 4>pe but of The F r ^ t=: > ** 

these safe*. though m m«( ***** as im pew merit on the native pony, ** d**tmctly do*p- 
pttf iii j;, jnf it i* s(iter«%iift| to nou bow mth «o«krf«l rtcorh. and ctassahed 

in the tcyptoa Cik?t4jf *> '* iinKljss Anbi / 1 luvt pnmd fKfmwUn to bcloog to this 
doubtful cursory- On the other those horses, whose hntory As fwm Ar*h» it. beyond 

doubt* hew m All cms and Irons no maitrr *bt type of mare cooMtentJy reproduced their 
distinctive Arib chirjotmtici and tutaptd their i>n*. pnnp 

From time to time an odd thoroughbred stallion h*& been purchased, and three have been 
£caciou»ly presented by the hue Lord Wooiaviagiou, Lord Astor. ajiJ Mr. Jack Gibson. 



Grey Gelding 14 J| hiiidi, Tline‘quiirler Arib, qiurtrr Native hired. 


Ai us proved by the I Ate 1-ord Kitchener's horse, the thoroughbred* when raafed the 

rUhl type of native man# doc* produce a foal with shape* sile. a*;d racing capabilities ; but 
with nondescript marcs* cipcoally of the ** Donf^lawi ” breed* he n not capable of cottetiine 
con forma bon or tndowmn his offipnng with his peculiar characteristic*, as is the Arab. 
Moreover* a foil by a thoroughbred* which needs special care and a very libera] diet, cannot 
in practise be igcctufiiHy reared under normal semi-nomadic native conditions. He is* 
therefore, a luxury horse and can only be produced by a small class of native owner* with 
special knowledge amt ample means* whose incentive may be the glory of ownership* but is 
more often the hope of winning money on the racecourse* 

For our aM-purpoan art* we must rely on the A fab. and prodded a few really hifh-srlass 
Arab ttalliona are introduced from time to time* there ts every reason to hope that the Sudan 
n1* before long be hi a pounoci, noe only to supply aU local fcqwemenrv but even to report 
at very moderate cent bone* which compare favourably evil many of North Africa asd The 
Middie Ease. 

R.S.A 
C. C. D. 
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Appendix C 
An Adventurous Life 

This article presenting the life of Audas in a rather picturesque manner appeared in a Bridlington newspaper about the time of 
his retirement from Sudan in 1935 and before the hunting trip to Darfur in 1937. 

I am indebted to Simon Robinson for providing this cutting. 


V j iT7 

J shall N lo bear alJn-r 

fFftrLeici- 

VV? >111 alII Ip■ plditscil tf> tipar ;vtva.i 
* L.N.L.R.. ulTlp'ki:^ Lli 1 rtk atiOJt if 


Bridlington Man ’a Adventurous 



A A fcllSt RliiLUg el whu haa dia- 
tirty. iished tiiiuir'frif lit aniiv Life, 
lilO elepliWTB a fid 5 Il ltcni, 

iiij'i betomt tii* "['lamji. lu.tJiurhj' fn 

r i- woHeI im ani'i^aJi In tile %audL«i'^, i* 
j 11 =r a h i'ii to rcfi r - :i 

Ms •=; A[‘i)r U, Andos ^1 q- 

tke E^vplim Army;, wUn i:- TlTI'~b 

Ui|j; ift y*ap!.r fefrj vic* ii. Arm.-a. 

.Majiur A'llm ife ru.? ron ti r tki? Jtte 
Mr TQornas Anda?, I. U.S.. n? TromB-tOTi 
FSrm&pj, Hridlin^uili. add >.js idijrafiril 
in Lnndm. Aft*- obtaining his . cEnuits- 
sIdej Ilr v. j.5 rtttsrl'i *>1 ta r.lta 3rd 
\ Own il^SRairA i n SpjL I Ii ATrl CA. At rrcics 
th* -Major IfS^EL t'j Show bis ImsrtJJt 
in :=E>f>Li,, wijriyng ilia tSniiji 
ttt&V.y oil. •n:d!3h , -v\LpjLjit inj- i.rK '.‘liam- 
. p-kiTr&fdps and sjuLMsC All iQ captain r,l i «■ 
regime mil stain. 

El9 a'.'i-e ii fin traulSltneil lu i to* T’iiyp 
IJact A'Tijy arrii r-. .Tvect iti lilf fi- ifi-i n ■ 
i. -v-hf h* li?£iaii to muLe 0 

moj-L: iil 6 nig ian» htmtpr. DstaJie 
-if IV * nsr-'.ojiiF rusk® nmuzing rent I ng. 

A Recognised Authority 

W TITLE in iha iSndML Tie >Tinr 1CH> 
alBpiiantS, 51 Uch&R, anil i7 
leppaETl.? Tfti q kr addition 

Ui iQLLiime-rahle --tnall r-ag. Mij^r tmlaa 
■S flow fifed Uj? w^rl.lj {{rear rat 
Hinhor.lv (in ar.lnEalE in ihs Bnd ei-j i, .Ul<l 
lias. |nihl’i«fh;d neural mr(» eU tto 
Fitih Iflin. 

TLlIU. I? mJ -i'l. Tar In? t£ i--'id <u 
nn?.=«ra lli* riiL’sr rnURMitfu of mradii 
.i.nil IroptiiFs fVfT* shnr. 15V nne ULUfl. S[l 
Ii 1 1 ryi-1 oi in [>?. was a |i'.‘P tllir Li|pfr°, nrid 
It 1 Jl yl ii I lE inFraci’reil by EiGlceff 

-lit TlTIFll ‘.II fifTP- .. .. . 

r ghdol ri.? flmhriiJ-. ve::^ ei(i[ tbn n.\ii ni 
i f h . acLvnie-i fta 1 dud of (i-^n. 
A 1 mfiEisr tv'A ii'ir. I-- 1 w thR itoiinr 
nT III* Smlisn "ttpny. t ie An Cup. 

M.i}bj' A/nl.v- wiu Ijfirindl'^ri by H -l 
»b’d Kfll h 11 r uf FiTV'Pi rruin '-vhiM* Tiaiul- 
I (in rflcaived IM Ic qt Firv'i ftr| d tl1fl 


W 

Ofdw q( Ut>. Mil. AriflT b-.j T4tLf«ttiaet 

ft'W tlw irinjr lilt Tit^Td -»vtPiE . j V'fift*.- 

fh-.-itnn-p vIiJj Til# Kllilih Ckwi*rrinH©i. 

ybij. sfildidr-sporiiiran tta* ti> 

■- r, 't? J Tl hi* Jicmi*- cuifniy. 4 jj-J ■> 
jeifvp hits rif!i»n hunred v. Uli Hi* n 
i.vr fjKl Heim ii']-. Jr . i 1 1 ■ j itv.u n# 

j u«j |f4Hi ImuttTK lit hl.ll »111 ■ Vi 1 

The Mosquito Pkgoe 



A L lEirji. '.iJ i iflie recent Kpj.'j -. e nln? 
iM i'i> 1 id gryip hnyp 
kyie-d Lhff tlm m-iMjaitinfis 
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U\$h rwa. I f«T vi5r t £±4 m 
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! rj^mn^LiLis-ro^d, and flid* 5 r 

• aifivUJtf ‘In !i- -1 c=« ” iVjTn.i wtms 

nn esci: ^:X&SiL plnn lor p^ceinl h:j h1 = 
I'.h? :>j-i_Li'ri h |:iTn?vrl * re wJifei rt'iLriiijr iJ 
Ulis:— 

J ^nnt ir 5 ? wnhiFT^'ft f ul t«i:11.r>n i.hn 
ii ytJlf 

, V ^snrjy any EflECCtli'in^r 1'tmraTy- 
: Min j !:U Uli' IdJiCCl-i ,i '• 

.1. AJrtrpi-ppSNBlir t -J r 'J tub r tte 
Li^hU ttiv-n np^ri tK^ ^iErIc.Tft i 
IL‘lS fliirpr-stntflv k*E *"Iv ^ 
i^haps CUO|a iifrected ^s m W\ 

. iJk- hint in r:A|j^ uf a -ImsT: o.ei! i. :a 

| HUTiUXLtf JT, 

Mcat t Halfpenny a Pound 


I WONDER -f tbejv v*l\i f« J Hir-ap^r 
SLiDday joints /pr J t :■■ > * • 
w h-i nt#d “hKTL V:\* ' I =i^j 

ptdiDpted T C' rniin 1 ." rpitTj iLflter I 

j/jsrijllj'ig -T report ti} - cmr flSpiTwFr.tMLTe 

□ ■ mu I'IllH Oai'.ce Miu^Ft ■: H>; 

nUliS that cows were- LI Iut to Wrw \ 
,ii :m- jj-ild £t aplirrp. hf :-:a . 

w .irks W5 af fthniit ^ bullpemar f«fTj 
pbilGii 

Tpit=i niay udl Be • I«;i* ' 

hi* Lliic nrilJnlL j.> n Hup^Ttii f t 
,i.s i :ii ■ - ;vr^ Itiief wEatph h,\ m r h^d lisetrj 
itny fvrr iutkli pur^i?^H umi huv? bflin i 
iurnod itl! 1-y iSftjry turmpr? 

+ * * 

U NDER Hiunnnl -■tminwlanff- 

ttiiTkhlA hnv6 n'nl-SjWd rn- t- mri; 
fpfr ■ i111, Tiiii it 1h^ mnTP<Fnl 
hfp?dFr& an" mill of apprprien^ li M 
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Appendix D 

The War on Africa's Game 

This manuscript in Audas' own handwriting is interesting in the pro-wildlife feelings it expresses. Some six years later he wrote a paper 
in Sudan Wildlife and Sport on game in northern Darfur which also shows concern for the future of several iconic desert ungulate 
species. In neither paper is their any indication of his own part in the past in contributing to the demise of Africa's wildlife. 

The document is also available as: SAD.479/10/1-4 1946 Oct 10 “The war on Africa's game'', by Audas (ms). 

Durham: Durham University Library, Archives and Special Collections: Sudan Archive. 
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Appendix E 

An account of life in Sudan 

Audas dictated this account of his time in Sudan only seven weeks before his death. The handwriting is that of his sister, Dorothy 
Holtby (her grandson Simon Robinson recognised the script). The typescript appears to have been prepared later by the Durham 
Archives. The account is especially interesting because, although it was produced in 1965, it reflects the attitudes of British personnel 
who served in Sudan in the frst half of the twentieth century. 

The document is also available as: SAD.455/2/1-5 1965 Nov 14 (Short note on his Sudan service by Audas, dictated to his sister shortly 
prior to his death (1965)). Durham: Durham University Library, Archives and Special Collections: Sudan Archive, n.d.; typescript. 
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Appendix F 
Obituaries 

These two obituaries provide an insight into the life and character of Audas. The first is from a Bridlington newspaper and wrongly 
“promotes" him to Major. The second is from the Newsletter of the Anglican Diocese of Khartoum. The writer, J.A.G., was J Angus Gillan, a 
contemporary of Audas. Gillan was in the Sudan Political Service, joining in 1909 and retiring in 1939. He worked his way up the ranks, was 
Assistant Political and Intelligence Officer with the Western Frontier Force in tha actions against Ali Dinar in 1916 and eventually became 
Civil Secretary (i.e. Head of the Political Service). 

These obituaries were provided by Simon Robinson. 


And may find when ended 
is thi pag®, Death but a tavarn 
on our pilgrimage. 

--Masefield. 


MAJ. ROBERT S. AUDAS 

Maj. Robert Starmer Audas. who 
has died at his home in Fortyfoot, 
Bridlington, was awarded the 
Order of the Nile and the Military 
Cross in Sudan during the First 
World War. 

Maj. Audas. who was born in 
Hull, qualified as a veterinary 
surgeon in 1907, and after receiv¬ 
ing a commission in the Royal 
Army Veterinary Corps, served in 
South Africa attached to the 3rd 
Hussars. While there, he won the 
Army and Navy Boxing Champion¬ 
ship. 

Later he went to • Sudan, 
where he served for 27 years and; 
won the respect of Arabs and 
Sudanese. He spoke Arabic 
fluently.* 

He was a Fellow of the 
Zoological Society. 
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Ttf* £vuj*h- HiorsuH ftmiw 


rl mu for marry vojs rnu« have 

remcoabtfed ike lonely w siting m * Hf. 

:Ml *OVF of chi-1 H ' M: VrVjl Eni )>tVt 5 T 

asi&iaft Ewiwi^, «ijd us ittemaidi 

vt Supper Chili- JUttftiriy he tac^e to lunch 
cwry Soaidsy it the Gkr^r Ibiu and 

hi* ijni' i Mrhiimk^ ibt}4 g^ L h-r t - < 

uur he*rt9, 

tic hod i great knowb-»i£v »ii ftfiinK >mi 
branch literature snd wjw n rotburity 

*/Q 17idc&s„ wham he unntt i?vii*fr a* leoifth. 
lie wu a ao^d ni^s am! vru inwivi him cadJy 
when be left *hc enuuu/. 

Oat of <Mt $ff*i iil^i.rvx |m leave mi a 
n:;t be EOsJ *wfc l nek to our wttw which 
Eryv&fced rc-ony ^ ^itTV'ctncrs. Ilk 

quietly efEcjetvc btc trnsot Christian 

fr-jsxe^&ka. We extend m hi? trmJy our deepest 
jytnjathy. 


Dr* Ernest Ptrctvfll fmli 

.W AWr > 0 * 1 / 4 * wrfti?#,' 

Di*. Pr*v/* rhath wiO A^dd.'i'i hi* M<tiaad 
SudirfS*? iiuxU m This cctmarr a«*d «ti the 
Sodan. Percy Pt* ■, tis he ■ims tioonn •■» hk 

Checdt, ttu-dki-d rovl. -r^ ** Du/kwi wui hi, 

‘lrvr'e llos^td Tk.i|ield b.*sr a:&] Lraocnri- 

mit i*. He was selected fii- ihe dudan ?ifedt£iif 
^or-xi, ft 1927 and btCttnw: m M-ihi'4 Juipector 
eoitia^NCMi^ n or-ee of 3 d tcifi it* — i-hl ;cr,:cc 
to the Hudiio, 

After 0 Iona (Kr rut «■ the Pfttvunxv, ^i^re 
he V-VI rfttDv respe^wW* md oninid dv 

p A |h;r hhn of Sudan rrotlems 41k jx 

hi pcopti: m -H rarrs of the ti 'ipm- ( he becum: 
of-j,* SiA,n Mei*-;-d n&d a: 

'TOe liroc PjoO»U.nr of the Coiird H^rd 
*.f PmM'c Heoldx t*fl of ik Htihcx J 

Cyoc»[ .*» It, KhehccMi Hvh**A of Mcdcioc. 
After ret iini; tr<«rn (be icrcku bt v*a: appoint^ 
OroiuJtiDc t'h»Hkn to the ^iiJ^i. 
i»* L ^tyk i TM lit: jeveieJ lm 

™ w f ^ At Govemn;ein m |9>; 

™itY twmii jfCWr ,ie jc tol tb«- \Im!^ 

Ikfrkfe 

Pir^ey Pfizt u^*m linie| by utu. 

|u-ii ^i«m| iptitu l* foe :efnct 1V1 tropkftl 
.^CO, Him eidni eqiimLb i*r,-kpe*'a 4 «c.ii even 
ir-lef the iiMt fryir^ Cfltnl ii«u, oand«m4 
H,1h imjfest.onol ability inipu fir 

eoi*kJcne, mhti patii r p« t snd bu -h> i» txttU&Cra- 
non oed. Huimnitr ih,^ order W medkol 
<*" ™ ‘J; 11 ; ^vrSdf^r Mmlt- hii dirirrtW 
cmr^^l.,1 jUI il^it b«: bi «Mir f *re ti>J il,* 
nrtucj nun mwttxmtnl m Htidin, H, 

itiiwJ the 4 ^,wt*\ iid ir^tT not ffcfjy of h<t 
f'jtKfitJ l^il c.iiii r 4 nJl krii-w Kjm. 

Hr fi*l * mwked fero^e oi sol al W rm 

^>r. 4 ted < in*- h ihi .r KtitjJji. i-+whlt r Hvi 
clvMtalBM Mill dumji fin kwi^ | wa 

ulnttr* wcfr 1,4 uwpirotjcn to hie frlrmfi veho 
VLfcUd brio. 

WKilfl hi the Suditi he teok a tpedii imrreai 


in is health p^ohlrmt aod rr.^Je a : id/ of 
Tyfihu* ftrvi.i I hi 11 4 t£ hii srtrvke it* the Sudim 
ii< vtjn tbo Oidi * of )u MJc. Out deep 

tymp^txy mi id m ^ot t v h* « mtV rrd dfoMitn- 


M*jur Jl. A. AwImm* 

To later British uenerations in the Sudan 
Stirrctf Auda; ,t prohahl, itmembered, or hb 
;^p jtAt'civ ha 1 ImJi^d dumn^ a- ^encthit^ 

of i “c^luUCUx^ Hi *1 XX '431 11 iln |tiij poix: 

h*if u t Knil- iMpk It WtJi onoutili, but lo ihu^c * 

,t in. |tvim mfi rtj “mMitll ns**, i^l ii *4 In,'ii 

1M1 w *< * ixv*t .le:ij EEore to bus* A feul 
wid i*u(i nr of -^rii'r.v life, wJd ox thrive; 4 
dip 1 - _ hirr-ririxR oi'’ - brdli.ir.t hofse tuJEtvr; 

4 « n v Aw# with pun or rifte, and 3 wgrra-beirted. 

. 4 i« * liliriK ■ -Mi, ;i. 0<lk^irue t be Wis the ideil 
^luef iVf the needs of nr. 
a, t f (i~ it llis Arabic^ if cor 

^niii]in>i|i'if r fluent and ' sluble. 

II; demftiui A nod rvaivrd the urdeisfancin? 

u:ffn jii if iinjK ir- "tel j-ibi 1 ', of b j t'.'jji 

or cs-t^i (wiiiH luf hi\i a wonderful fund 
of loral cct:!> it* **ut *-wy cce,' jion 

A tYPictl Ytirkaliin-tiitoi, lir nv mt^eoter 
'** peT^enssaid h+i ce»iu:ivmi* nmM r#^ lulnb^Txiu; 

Ne 1 Jif^ree Bat ibcic wm a i w»rjje ui hit eyr 
< j *'t hfe dtfuuewn wsuld ^hi in * rwvt* - 
it tw lerell&J ^*«i iny Cm* 
of *bvi I lir 1L I vpHcn ThC'iT Of oil n^ki'J 

with h^ii, .*N» had the s*crauw w *■ K» h mu* r 

action^ a n th- r ^r> the eoa^enial ai*jn#*jdn, 

•a nn Abu ZiUd i irs* ttum- and dae« iliOf 

‘*r <n ?he HOfb ftj' J j ir-*T>!« uf a distil.Iifi# ^ 

!■ In unv days ftl jh ji! . m l>.-rfur, wifi alwsvi 
^ri inn iS^ r jvjn as % ec-vt e*tnpjnion, a staunch 
friend t ’'m inx*n f ;»r all scom>oi' # who re^Ly znrtte-irtd 
in our liMrA 

b stems a 4 *.l rhar nirt* nf th^ bttest 

htuJ health,est fu'n one ,ii> kni* 4 %n th^uld 

* HV| *r irenf At Im*s Mirotral yvajii ol J i, bf* 
a*vi iM^vitidanC ik Lir ^wviytais 4* |Mkcfv:dJy 
t^ind. WhvSi Be u* irfi^ble foe nvftfc arti w 
hohbi^ y„i ; ,nnl his dmost e ^ S iUn N 

te found much coesnlxtriwi ir> u «■ 

*"J 9 bVu w ; f ‘*i? *wdt of “(p-fibii" ^Kith 

hdi; fmtiaJi! Wd him: tn.l *onvc «f uj will 

«■*»“ wwaber iIk- delicoie jin ,-*d ici 

okrftho «T nnanilt aIi. , •,, , <nt i» ^ Chmtuii 
«trc« will. »i -ippioprui. irsnslilfnu. >1 4r-b:< 

Vr *“ '^rr» «*r«nP»t 

ti* »in tfnv^nt* * itsktiiiUt koic veatv w*v 
ftttit... 4 V«*i u.u^ whet o fey it had h*ri< r.. 
him u«i j»u dd BwIaxw S, nh Q tour 
in EnpMA bad faurd (hrir way in Hruiliii£TOT 
tw greet him. I thiol he cause he hi^et to 

kyiw tbit Ml ikrofed »*M,r made that 
uuijfiU il m the u>jj wbx.li cm^n h 1 «anh% 
?W W' 1 ftJkniim uf coloured pebhlo frr^ 

Ifbel hfirfiL 
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